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HISTORY

•  Late 1640s: Adriaen Van der Donck received a 
grant of land from the Dutch East India Co. 
which he called Colon Donck
– Site of one of the first saw mills in the new world

•  Located at the junction of the Hudson and 
Nepperhan Rivers

•  Van de Donck was referred to as Jonk Herr 
(“young gentleman) which evolved to Yonkers



Historical Facts Continued

•  Yonkers was the first and only Patroonship 
erected by New Netherlands in what is now 
Westchester County (1646).

•  The first elevator safety devices (which 
eventually made modern skyscrapers possible) 
were invented in 1854 by Elisha Graves Otis 

•  The first elevated-mass-transit-system in the 
world was invented in 1867 by Yonkers 
resident Charles T. Harvey 



Adriaen Van der Donck



Demographics
•  18. 3 square miles

–  4 1/2 miles of waterfront

•  4th largest city in NY state 

•  Population of 200,000

•  borders the Bronx and is 2 miles north of Manhattan at the cities' 
two respective closest points

•  Media age: 36 years old 

•  Median Income: $44,663



Industrial Past 
•  A stone mill (possibly the city's first industrial site) was built during 

1805 -14 in the Tuckahoe area of Yonkers. It was used as a cotton 
factory until 1852 when the Hodgman Rubber Company bought it.

•  By 1849 the Waring Hat Factory was established in Yonkers and at the 
same time the construction of the Hudson River Railroad from 
Spuyten Duyvil to Dobbs Ferry was complete that was a major factor 
in transforming Yonkers to a industrial city. The hat factory became the 
largest manufacturer of hats in the world by the end of the 19th 
Century.

•   In 1853,Elisha Otis invented the first safety elevator and the Otis 
Elevator Company, opened the first elevator factory in the world on the 
banks of the Hudson.

•  Carpet manufacturing was revolutionized with the invention of the 
Axminster "1858" and Moquette "1877" looms.

•  In 1862 the first sugar industry was established. 



The Yonkers Power Station 



Environmental Issues

•  Dumping	  raw	  sewage	  and	  Urban	  runoff	  (heavy	  
metals,	  pes:cides	  and	  PAH’s)	  

•  	  PCB	  contamina:on	  
•  Waterfront	  development	  
•  A	  number	  of	  ac:ve	  industries	  back	  directly	  
onto	  the	  Hudson	  River	  including	  a	  waste	  
management	  company,	  American	  Sugar	  
Refinery,	  a	  Westchester	  County	  sewage	  
treatment	  plant	  and	  several	  other	  facili:es.	  



Sewage overflow into the Saw Mill 
River at Yonkers


